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1. Hearing and Purpose

The International Rights of Nature Tribunal held its third regional hearing in Puyo, as part of the
Xl Pan-Amazonian Social Forum (FOSPA). The session continued cases first admitted in Santa
Marta, Colombia, and examined the current and projected expansion of the oil frontier —
including the extraction, transportation, refining, and processing of hydrocarbons and the
infrastructure that accompanies them — across six territories of the Pan-Amazon region: the
south-central Amazon of Ecuador; Brazil's marine-Amazonian coast; the territory of the U'wa
people in Colombia; the Paraguana Peninsula in Venezuela; Block 64 and the northern Peru oil
circuit; and the Tariquia National Flora and Fauna Reserve in Bolivia.

The Tribunal heard from Indigenous authorities and representatives, peasant and fishing
communities, human rights and environmental defenders, and specialists supporting the work
of the Earth Prosecutors. Their testimonies described ecosystems that cannot be understood as
isolated sites of extraction, but as communities of life in which forests, rivers, seas, reefs,
species, peoples, cultures, and spiritual beings hold inseparable relationships with one another.

The session was chaired by:

* Patricia Gualinga, of the Kichwa Peoples of Sarayaku (Ecuador), and Member of the
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

¢ José Gregorio Diaz Mirabal, an Indigenous leader of the Kurripaco people (Venezuela),
and former General Coordinator of COICA.

The panel of judges for this hearing was:

¢ Yuvelis Morales, an activist in the anti-fracking movement in Colombia and recipient of
the 2026 Goldman Environmental Prize.

e Alberto Acosta, an Ecuadorian economist, member of the Pacto Ecosocial e Intercultural
del Sur, and former Minister of Energy and Mines of Ecuador.

e Alfredo Wagner Berno de Almeida, anthropologist, researcher, and professor at the State
University of Maranh&o and the State University of Amazonas.
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e Tatiana Roa Avendafio, Colombian environmentalist and political ecologist, member of
the Pacto Ecosocial e Intercultural del Sur and former Vice Minister for Environmental
Territorial Planning at the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.

2. Facts and Testimonies Presented

Ecuador. The Kichwa, Sapara, Andwa, Achuar, Shiwiar, Waorani, and Shuar nationalities
denounced new oil rounds projected across nearly three million hectares as a threat to
ancestral territories of enormous biological and cultural diversity. They recalled the historical
impacts of oil activity, rejected the practice of presenting informational meetings or
“socialization” sessions as consultation, and pointed to pressure tactics, offers of benefits, lack
of information, and the risk of militarization and criminalization. They reaffirmed their collective
decisions opposing oil expansion and called for transparency, accompaniment, and territorial
protection.

Peru. The Achuar, Wampis, and Chapra nations denounced the overlap of Block 64 with their
territories, granted without consultation or consent, and the renewed threat of its reactivation.
They linked the project to the Norperuvian Pipeline and to the oil spills and environmental
liabilities associated with the northern oil circuit and the Talara refinery. Testimonies described
impacts on rivers, fishing, navigation, food security, and community life. They called for the
Peruvian Amazon to remain free from oil extractivism, for Block 64 to be definitively rejected,
and for the restoration of damaged ecosystems to be guaranteed.

Colombia. The U'wa people stated that oil is the blood of Mother Earth, and that its extraction
disrupts an indivisible territorial, cultural, and spiritual order. The hearing recalled the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights ruling and the need for its full implementation, including
obligations relating to territory, consultation, participation, and cultural protection. Testimonies
insisted that state measures must be carried out together with the U'wa people and must
respect their own system of governance, their sacred relationship with the territory, and their
long-standing position against extractivism.

Venezuela. Statements on the Paraguand Peninsula described decades of pollution linked to
the refining complex — spills, emissions, waste — and their impact on fishing and on the
deterioration of coastal and marine ecosystems. Participants highlighted the insufficiency of
public information, monitoring, investigation, and remediation, as well as the difficulty of
holding those responsible to account. Communities described the area as a sacrifice zone, the
result of accumulated harm and a policy of abandonment that compromises the health of
Nature and local ways of life.

Bolivia. Communities from Tariquia explained that oil exploration threatens a protected area, its
forests, and the headwaters of the watersheds that supply water to the population. They
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reported changes to the management plan, attempts to gather signatures as manufactured
community support, new corporate incursions, a police presence, and criminal proceedings
against defenders. They maintained that no consultation had been carried out with those who
inhabit and care for the reserve, and that assessing wells and projects separately obscures the
cumulative impact on the ecological system as a whole.

Brazil. Indigenous representatives, fishers, lawyers, and specialists described the
marine-Amazonian coast and the mouth of the Amazon River as a living system of mangroves,
forests, waters, Amazonian corals, fish, shellfish, crabs, and territories on which entire
communities depend. They denounced the way analysis of a single well or block obscures a
much larger expansion across several watersheds and multiple blocks. Testimonies warned of
uncontrolled urban growth, pressure on Indigenous territories, social risk, declining fisheries,
and ongoing spills, and maintained that there had been no genuine consultation — only
informational meetings without meaningful participation. As those who testified before the
Tribunal put it, every fish that dies is a loss of part of the community's own body.

3. Common Themes Identified During the Hearing

The testimonies heard point to several recurring patterns: the administrative fragmentation of
indivisible ecosystems; a lack or insufficiency of consultation, consent, and participation; the
concealment or inaccessibility of information; the absence of comprehensive, cumulative, and
independent assessments; pollution and the risk of irreversible harm; impacts on water,
fisheries, food, health, and ecological function; and the intimidation, persecution, or
criminalization of those who defend their territories.

The hearing also made clear that Indigenous and community knowledge is not a secondary
reference. The people and communities who inhabit, care for, and know these territories hold
expert knowledge of ecological cycles, environmental change, and material, cultural, and
spiritual relationships. This knowledge must engage with scientific evidence in terms of dignity
and respect, and must guide how the concrete content of the Rights of Nature is understood
and implemented.

The Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth provides a framework for examining
the rights to life and existence; to the continuity of cycles and vital processes; to the identity
and integrity of self-regulating and interconnected entities; to water, clean air, and
comprehensive health; to freedom from pollution; to play a role in the harmonious functioning
of Mother Earth; and to full and prompt restoration. It also requires that the principles of
prevention and precaution be applied to any activity capable of destroying ecosystems or
seriously altering ecological cycles.
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4. Conclusions and Recommendations

For an Amazon Recognized as an Integral Subject of Rights and a Territory Free from Fossil
Fuels

The Tribunal, having considered the evidence, facts, and information presented and gathered
during the hearing, together with the information collected during the investigative phase,
hereby deliberates and determines as follows:

DENOUNCES THAT States, extractive companies, transnational corporations, and financial
actors that promote, finance, authorize, or benefit from the expansion of extractive activity and
fossil-fuel exploitation bear responsibility for grave harm inflicted upon Mother Earth and upon
the Indigenous Peoples and communities that inhabit and protect these territories;

AND FURTHER RECOGNIZES THAT these impacts are not isolated events or accidental
consequences of individual projects, but manifestations of an economic system built on
accumulation and the permanent expansion of extraction frontiers, and of an energy system
historically dependent on fossil fuels — a system that subordinates the conditions necessary for
life to economic and corporate interests;

RECOGNIZES THAT the exploration, extraction, transportation, refining, and commercialization
of oil and other fossil fuels, together with the infrastructure that enables them, form a single
system of production, accumulation, and consumption, and therefore cannot properly be
assessed as isolated projects or solely based on their local or immediate impacts;

CONSIDERS THAT the articulation and expansion of this system may constitute a pattern of
systemic and cumulative harm — a systemic crime — against Nature and peoples, insofar as it
places at risk the ecological, climatic, and territorial foundations on which life in all its forms
depends;

FINDS THAT the current climate, ecological, and biodiversity crises cannot be understood
apart from an economic system that has turned Nature into an object of appropriation and a
commodity, nor apart from an energy system built on the large-scale extraction and
combustion of fossil fuels;

DENOUNCES THAT the continued expansion of fossil-fuel activity, particularly in the Amazon,
is incompatible with guaranteeing the rights of Mother Earth, the physical and cultural survival
of Indigenous Peoples, and the climatic stability that life depends on;

DETERMINES THAT, in light of the facts and evidence presented before the Tribunal, the
present and foreseeable impacts of fossil-fuel expansion and exploitation — together with the
decisions and actions of the States and companies that promote, authorize, finance, or
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undertake these activities — may constitute grave violations of the rights of Mother Earth and
of the rights of peoples and communities and, depending on the circumstances of each case,
acts that qualify as ECOCIDE AND ETHNOCIDE;

EMPHASIZES THAT the systematic violation of the right to prior, free, and informed
consultation is repeatedly accompanied by persecution, criminalization, and other forms of
harassment directed at those who defend territories, Nature, and collective rights, individually
and collectively. The Tribunal finds that this reflects a broader pattern in which the rights won
and exercised by communities are subordinated to the economic interests of extractive
companies and the actors that promote and sustain this model — including through the
relinquishment, weakening, or disregard of protections for protected natural areas in favor of
those interests;

RATIFIES THAT the cases heard and examined by the Tribunal constitute grave and profound
violations of the Rights of Mother Earth enshrined in the Universal Declaration of the Rights of
Mother Earth, adopted at the 2010 People's Summit in Cochabamba — one of the ethical and
jurisprudential foundations of this Tribunal — as well as violations of the rights of Indigenous
Peoples and ancestral communities and of their fundamental relationships with their territories;

DETERMINES THAT the present and future impacts of the exploration, extraction,
transportation, refining, and other activities and infrastructure associated with fossil fuels
constitute grave harm to Mother Earth and to the rights of Indigenous Peoples and ancestral
communities. The Tribunal further determines that the actions, decisions, and omissions of
States, companies, and other actors that promote, authorize, finance, undertake, or benefit
from the expansion of the fossil-fuel frontier may, depending on the circumstances of each
case, constitute crimes of ecocide and ethnocide;

DECLARES the Amazon an integral subject of rights and a territory free from fossil-fuel
expansion, and accordingly a total exclusion zone for new fossil-fuel activities and
infrastructure;

DEMANDS THAT States, companies, and all other responsible actors adopt effective measures
to halt the expansion of the fossil-fuel frontier and guarantee full and comprehensive reparation
for the harm caused to affected communities, peoples, and ecosystems;

URGES States to ensure the immediate and effective implementation of democratic decisions
adopted by peoples through popular consultations and other participation mechanisms
concerning extractive activity — including the removal of oil infrastructure from Yasuni in
Ecuador — and to respect the decisions expressed in Girén, Cuenca, and the Metropolitan
District of Quito. The Tribunal specifically demands respect for and implementation of the will
of the people as expressed through popular consultation, as a legitimate democratic
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instrument, both in Ecuador and across the region. It further urges full compliance with the
decisions and judgments of national and international human rights protection mechanisms, in
particular those of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights concerning the rights of
Indigenous Peoples, including the U'wa People of Colombia;

URGES States to respect, protect, and guarantee the right to defend Nature and territories,
and to adopt effective measures to prevent, investigate, punish, and remedy any threat,
harassment, persecution, criminalization, or violence directed at individuals, communities, and
peoples who defend their territories. The Tribunal recognizes and respects Indigenous and
maroon guards, and the systems of governance and self-government established by
Indigenous Peoples, as legitimate expressions of the protection, stewardship, and defense of
their territories and of life;

COMMITS to transmitting the final judgment to Indigenous authorities, relevant local
governments, the governments of the Amazon region, the United Nations, and the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and to supporting, within its competence and
available means, actions and processes that contribute to the implementation of the
recommendations and determinations adopted by the Tribunal.



